
                                                                                                                                                                                                    

SLCBC Executive Meeting: Round Table Session Dec. 6/2017 

1.  Riding Representatives Reports: 

Kay Norton (Port Moody-Coquitlam) 

• New member to the SLCBC, happy to be on it. In the process of getting 

acquainted with everyone. David Wallace encouraged her to join then 

moved to Toronto. 

• Went to help Gordie Hogg on Saturday, enjoyed the experience, didn’t get to 

see Justin T. 

• EDA currently in dormant period, however a meeting is scheduled on this 

Sunday. 

• Going to get organized soon.  

                     Marilyn Fisher (Cloverdale/Langley) 

• Fairly new member to this group; very excited to be part of SLCBC.  First 

meeting she could attend in Vancouver  

•  Attended a few meetings by conference call. Finds it difficult to hear. 

Anything can be done to overcome this.  

• MP. John Aldag is very active, campaigning in Cloverdale/Langley Riding; 

thrilled with his role in Ottawa. 

• Attended the Policy Day in Vancouver, more of an opportunity to get to 

know each other! 

• Disappointed with fewer opportunities to network over coffee or at lunch, 

no arrangements were in place. 

• Proposed special rates for the seniors comparable to youth/students. 

Average Senior’s cannot afford to attend these Events! 

• Part of Langley Seniors Action Table, holding Candidates meetings with 

Seniors Group, whether municipal, provincial or Federal! Seniors vote! 

• Planning a Seniors Town Hall with adjoining Ridings Feb. 21 or 22 

depending on availability of Speakers from Federal Ministry and Province.  



• Meant to help to understand Housing Strategy and how all levels of 

government can work together.  

• Focus on 2 priorities: Housing and Income Security. 

                        Candace Hartman (Vancouver Granville) 

• A new Representative from Vancouver-Granville. Spent last few months    

attending as many meetings to learn how things work. 

•      Just obtained Level 3 Liberalist access.  

•      Will send introductory email to seniors in Riding in January. 

• Hoping to follow-up with Town Hall next Spring, co-hosted with              

Quadra/Granville.     

• Identified 4-5 seniors who may wish to form a seniors group, first meeting 

scheduled for January. 

• Hopes to put on an event  

                        Judith Berg: (Sunshine Coast/NV Sea to Sky) 

• Working hard. Getting together with North Van EDA Rep .to look at doing 

some events jointly. 

• Send questionnaire to 40 to seniors, asking interests and concerns. Received 

just one response.    

• Held Seminar in September on wills and Trusts; 25 were in 

attendance. 

• Nominated Senior Liberal in our Riding for an Award. Candidate received the 

Award.  

• Will be sending Christmas cards to thank Victory Fund donors.            

                                Joanne Barker: (North Vancouver) 

• Recent census identifies number of seniors in  ridings, helps us direct our 

energy . 

• We now need to establish contact and engage with seniors, on major 

complaint about traffic. 



• Agree with cross pollination, sharing ideas and using web site more 

generously. 

• Luke has the key idea of working in groups rather than independently. 

• Encouraged by how much good work is being done. 

• More to go !!  

Phil Horan: ( Delta) 

• Relatively new to the group, learned a great deal this year 

• Very happy about the focus on Pharmacare, a glaring hole in our NH Care 

system. 

• Should encourage the Govt. to be more accepting of good ideas no matter 

their source.   

• The pension legislation and lack of protection of pensioner’s particularly non 

government employee seniors. The bill gives businesses an opportunity to try 

to move pensioners from Defined Benefits to Targetted Benefits pensions. 

This moves the risk from business to pensioners. There is not enough 

protection for pensioners from coercive measures from business to move. 

Pensions based in Ontario are also under attack as recent changes do not 

require 100% funding of pension plans any more but have been reduced to 

85% funding requirement. Businesses have immediately reduced their 

payments to pension plans. 

• Went to Policy Day, very interesting experience, very democratic. 

Disappointed in the way policy resolutions were organized . Pairing 

Healthcare with Housing for instance means that no resolutions got through 

on Housing. If Housing was paired with miscellaneous for instance would 

have made it much more likely that a Housing resolution would have passed.  

• Attended some Wonderful Wednesdays; This is an opportunity to network 

with other Liberals. 

• There should be more cross pollination between EDA’S. 

• Gordie Hogg’s riding has excellent booklet for Senior’s: 110 page brochure 

outlining varying organizations. “Senior’s Resource Directory 2017”, 

www.comeshare.ca, 604-531-9400. 

http://www.comeshare.ca/


• Delta will be running a Town Hall in Feb. 25 on a variety of topics of interest 

including: how to complete tax forms most effectively, scams and elder 

abuse, and programs to assist in modifying houses for Seniors Safety. All 

three levels of Government will be involved. 

       Doug McDonald: (Response to Policy Day) 

• The day unfolded as planned. Noted desire for more time for 

networking.  

• There were three different housing resolutions, the Commission 

endorsed two.SLC encouraged them to merge, which they did. 

• Within the rules of the process no one can force any author to merge                                            

resolutions. Some authors prefer to keep their own.                                                      

Democratic process, no mechanism to stop from happening. 

Phil Horan:  The concern he was trying to raise was the way they were         

grouped in with Health policies; Healthcare was the overriding priority and 

so no Housing resolutions were adopted.   

Rabi Alam:  There were three housing resolutions and he was aware that the 

Federal National Housing Strategy to be announced very soon! Decided on 

own accord to leave the Housing resolutions as they were, it wouldn’t have 

made a difference whether a combined resolution is passed, perhaps at the 

expense of a deserving one.    

2. Executive Members: 

Luke Lewandowski:  (Web Master) 

• Major part of the mandate is to engage seniors and get them involved in 

shaping government programs and policies 

•  Observed that Seniors Groups who put informative Town Hall / Round Table 

meetings under the auspices of SLCBC  

• Were informative and extremely successful where policy resolutions were 

formed  

• An effective path to engage seniors and inform government  

• Observed the website blog was well read, readership spikes when articles 

posted.  



• Blogs are most effective tools to reach out across the Province.  

                   Jean Lewandowski: (Communications Chair & web Master) 

• Requesting Riding Reps submit articles for the past two years; only Judy 

Berg and Christine have submitted. 

• It is an important communications tool for SLCBC 

• We can reach every one through the website in BC 

• Highly effective in energizing Senior’s across the Province.  

• Election The most effective way is to engage seniors across the Province.   

• Request Reps to write articles on any issues important to Senior’s in BC, it 

doesn’t have to be great, just needs to be on webpage!     

• Everything we do in the next year and half our focus needs to be on winning 

the next election.            

                      Doug McDonald: (Policy Chair) 

• This was a watershed year for the SLCBC under Rabi Alam’s leadership, a 

huge step forward was made engaging with communities and EDA’s and we 

owe Rabi a big vote of thanks for his leadership. 

• Found the policy development process frustrating due to the lack of interest 

on part of the executive through most of the year until the last minute. 

Need to decide within SLCBC whether we are going to be players in the 

national level or work more closely with LPCBC policy process. Leads to two 

different outcomes. Suggest we go forward with the national policy process 

to ensure policy resolutions approved in Halifax. Resolutions need to 

continue to be promoted to make something happen, engage Senior Reps 

and the EDA’s in the process.  

                    Alan Lowe:  (Director at Large) 

• Overall a really successful year 

• Pet mission was the Pharmacare work along with Jean and Luke 

Lewandowaski and the Quadra Vancouver seniors. 

• Major confusion was over the SLCBC resolution process and how to 

facilitate and where to; process took up more energy than it was worth. 



• Pharmacare is a major health care issue and the nation is moving 

forward. 

• It is getting a more prepared to response from the government. 

• Very encouraging for two Ridings working together on Round Table event, 

with a common speaker and attended by 190 people.  

• Cross pollination is important as not everyone has the same experience.    

 

                    

                             Judith Higginbotham: (Membership and Liaison Chair). 

• A busy year, one of learning, experimenting, adjusting and mobilizing. 

• Delta and Victoria held successful Town Halls, Quadra/Granville held 

Round Table in May and White Rock South Surrey Round Table 

facilitated by Gordie Hogg as kick off to his by election campaign. The 

event was attended by a Senior Cabinet Minister and two MP’s . The 

year is also highlighted by ethnic senior’s  Round Table in Surrey, first 

in BC.   

• Focus group in South Surrey highlighted issues on Caregivers, Senior’s 

housing and income security. Other underlying issues were access to 

information on senior’s policy and programs. 

• More background information on program procedures and regulations 

than one sentence response on the website. 

• Working with Coquitlam senior’s team to organize an event and get a 

Minister to attend. 

• Concerned, many Ridings do not have an Executive in place, an 

obstacle to organize and network!   

• Confusion over Liberalist and Liberals, not easy for ridings or 

commission to access and know if the list is complete and correct. 

Difficult to organize if no reliable master list. 

• Three ridings in Victoria worked together to organize the event, all 

contributing some money to cover the cost. 



•  Hard to organize meetings with little or no funding. There is a limit to 

out of pocket spending generosity!    

• Luke helping with information on handouts for Senior’s at the Halifax 

national conference. 

• Website is a good tool to connect and engage seniors …we should 

make best use of the tool. 

                    

 

 

                                Paul Stanwood: ( Director at Large ). 

• Also serves as Quadra riding assoc. secretary.  

• Always lived in Quadra riding, always had remarkable people 

representing the ridings (like John Turner, and Joyace Murray).  

• Have been with the group since inception, we made enormous 

progress over the past years; happy to work with an active and lively 

group. 

• Pleased to see what we have managed to do with the Pharmacare 

resolution. 

• Look forward to next election in 2019, enabling us to do the best we 

can to ensure a continuing Liberal government.  

                          Ken Halliday: ( Past President SLCBC & SLC). 

• The Charter to be voted on for Seniors Commission in April biennial 

at Halifax. 

• Seniors Commission was the last of all commissions established by 

the Liberal Party in 2003. Youth Commission in 1938, Womens 

Commission deemed 1970’s & Aboriginal Comm. In 1990. 

• Started as a Sparse group, one of the author was Frank Murphy, of 

Farris Vauhn who since died. 



• Started with 2-4 Clubs, all fell away, when Ken was appointed as Co-

Chair . Took a position that he could not represent unless something 

happens in BC. 

• Appreciates every one’s enthusiasm get things going; come a long 

way in a short period of time. We are now leading the country. 

•  Do not get too frustrated, it can take a while to steer ship in right 

direction. 

                           Rabi Alam:  (President). 

• Our work plan and strategic plans have gone well over the outgoing 

year. Credits to leadership of our Riding Reps, and Chairs of the 

Membership, Communications-and Policy units. 

• Reports from Riding Reps and Exe members are a testament to our 

successes and commitments to move forward. 

• We are endowed with enormous pool of talents, will continue to 

energize ourselves learning from each other. Cross pollinations is 

our strength.  

• Will not deviate from our advocacy role for the senior’s, focusing on 

networking and engagement of all levels of decision making.  

• 2018 would demand a lot of energy for election preparedness; EDA 

Reps are expected to play key role with the EDA Executives in 

organizing and engaging seniors.  

• Budget for the events at the community level will likely be more 

challenging before the Election. Budget planning and leveraging of 

funds – an item calls for attention. 

• Our time (voluntary) and administration of volumes of 

reports/papers, attachments etc. too much for the secretary- what 

is all this for? 

• Time to explore options, how to work smarter; learn to talk, go to 

website, and rely on each other!  

• More people know about Seniors Commission and asking to be part 

it; Liberal Caucus, MP’s, EDA presidents are willing to participate and 

play appropriate supportive role.  



  

  Post script highlights: Informal conservations on some topics of interest. 

• Income security a major concern among seniors relying on non- governmental      

pensions; Bill C 27 targeted benefit plans need to be quite clear. 

• Pharmacare and NAFTA negotiations- if the US gets away with what they are now 

proposing, our govt. is going be ham strung. We need some reality checks need to 

do what we can drive this home to the Party. 

• If something is not in the Mandate letter of a Minister, then there is no attention 

given to it. We should encourage the government to be more accepting of good 

ideas no matter their source.   

• We need to pick an important issue that matters most to everyday life of seniors. 

Develop a back ground supporting paper, engage the BC Caucus. 

• Electoral reform promise is made then promise is broken: This file was handled very 

badly; putting young novice minister in there without experience. 

It was the millennials who voted Justin into power- not the seniors?     Watching with 

interest and concern the new NDP leader could be a potential threat!      

• Quebec is where we have room to grow. Conservative is not a threat at the same 

level. 

     

Meeting notes recorded by:  Candace Hartman, Christine Blackburn, Phil Horan.  (Composite report).                                    


