
SENIOR LIBERALS’ COMMISSION OF BC

Executive Meeting

LPCBC Office, 580 Hornby St., Vancouver, BC

Wednesday, April 11, 2018, 1:15 pm
Dial-in #: 1-855-508-5419; Code: 45884

1.0   Call to Order

 1.1  Present: Rabi Alam (President), Joanne Barker, Don Currie, Ken Halliday, Candace          
        Hartman, Alan Lowe, Paul Stanwood (Secretary pro-tem) 

 1.2  On the phone: Judy Berg, Christine Blackburn, Judith Higginbotham, Phil Horan,          
  Wilf Hurd, Brenda Leiren, Jean Lewandowski, Luke Lewandowski, Helen Shaw 

 1.3  Absent: Dave Aujla, Margaret MacDonald, Doug McDonald, Frank McGilly

2.0   Review and Adoption of Agenda

 Motion: Agenda be adopted as circulated.  M/S Currie/ Stanwood   Carried 

3.0 Approval of Minutes of Executive Meeting of March 14, 2018

 Motion: Minutes be approved as circulated.  Lowe/ Stanwood  Carried

4.0 President’s Update

 Rabi Alam reviewed previous matters, noting that the new SLC Charter and By-laws will      

 come into effect following the Biennial Convention in Halifax, but he directed our 

 immediate attention to the SLCBC Work Plan 2018.  

5.0 New Business

 5.1  Work Plan 2018  

  Wilf Hurd formally presented the Work Plan, remarking that it essentially followed the 

National plan, but that he was much indebted to members of the BC Commission for their 

advice. Discussion followed:  The Preamble (page a) states that the number of  

constituencies with a BCLSC representative should aim for a “full representation across 37 

BC constituencies.”  But this goal, it was urged, might not be realistic, and effort should, in 

any case, be concentrated on those ridings where there are many seniors residing.  

REVISION A: The meeting agreed to drop the specific number.  
Judy Berg emphasized that there should be a strong link between Goals 2 and 3 (page 2), 

and proposed an amendment: Key Goal #2 - currently reads:  
 In collaboration with the Membership Liaison Team, expand the town hall program to        

include a series of policy workshops to identify other key BC issues related to the 2020 

National Convention (and 2023 election platform). This should now read:  
REVISION B: In collaboration with the Membership Liaison Team, expand the town 

hall program to include a series of policy workshops to identify BC issues of relevance 

to the LPCBC process and the 2020 National Convention (and 2023 election platform).

 Further discussion focussed on Membership Committee Work Plan (pages 3 and 4), 

especially Goal 6, “ To encourage seniors to establish organized Seniors Committees and 

Clubs in Ridings”. Judith Higginbotham urged that policy discussion should be particularly 
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encouraged. Rabi Alam observed that clubs are being frequently organized, with  

Granville/Quadra a good and current example. Finally, with respect to Communications 

Work Plan (pages 5 and 6), Luke Lewandowski described his continuing offer to help 

EDAs.  He is contacting EDA presidents with a view toward reaching those EDAs in which 

there are concentrations of seniors.

      MOTION: That “Work Plan 2018: Senior Liberals’ Commission of BC” be accepted along 
        with Revisions A and B, as recorded in these minutes.  M/S Halliday/Stanwood  Carried. 

  5.2 National LPC Convention:  Halifax -- April 19-21

Sangeeta Lalli described and previewed plans and organization of the Halifax 

conference, noting that 171 and up to 200 registered delegates, including twenty-three 

seniors, from British Columbia would be attending the conference. Only registered delegates 

may vote on the fifteen policies that are being brought forward to the convention floor.  

5.3 SLC Plan for AGM & Policy Workshops -- Judy Berg (for Doug McDonald) 
Judy Berg described the timing and plans for the SLC Policy AGM in Halifax, noting 

plans for concurrent workshops and remarking that three resolutions sponsored by the SLC 

will be presented at the Convention.  Alan Lowe raised concern over resolution #12, 

“Implementing Universal Access to Necessary Medicines,” the language of which does not 

reflect the importance of  “Universal Pharmacare”: the real issue.  But the wording of the 

resolution is very feebly representative of its importance, reflected by its three sponsors— 

BC, Ontario, and Quebec, with the support also of the SLCBC.  Their first concern is 

Pharmacare, and that point should be well understood, and not buried in obfuscating 

language.  Judy Berg explained that the blending of three Provincial policy resolutions into 

the one that would be presented at Halifax necessarily resulted in less forceful language.  

5.4 SLC National Board: Election Overview

 Ken Halliday reported that the new/revised Charter awaits ratification.  A new Board 

will be taking form, with five regional members, and co-chairs (French and English) to be 

elected.   

6.0 Committee Chair Reports (attached on-line)

  

 6.1 Communications Chair

  Luke Lewandowski spoke to his Communications and Collaborations Report, noting the 

continued and steady use of our site, especially in metro Vancouver. 

 6.4 Treasurer  

  Don Currie reported that COSCO associate membership had been raised to $25.00, the 

payment of which leaves us a balance of $80.00.  

7.0 Riding Reps Reports 

 Reports from Burnaby-North Seymour and Vancouver-Granville were received (attached on-
line), Candace Hartman speaking to the latter, emphasizing the importance of the planned 

Forum on Seniors’ Social Isolation to be held on Saturday, May 26, with Jody Wilson-

Raybould, MP, expected to attend.  Verbal reports were heard from Delta (Phil Horan),  
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Abbotsford (Brenda Leiren), Nanaimo-Ladysmith (Helen Shaw), South Surrey-White Rock 

(Judith Higginbotham).  

8.0 Next meeting:  Wednesday, May 9, 2018, 1:15, LPCBC  Office, 580 Hornby St., Vancouver
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